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Editorial Note

This is the eighteenth volume of collected papers of the Mediterranean Studies Group 
at Hitotsubashi University. Up to the twelfth volume, the series was called Studies in the 
Mediterranean World. Past and Present and many of the articles were written in Japanese. 
From the thirteenth volume, the title of the series, now composed of papers in European 
languages, was changed to Mediterranean World. Volumes are published every two or 
three years.

The Mediterranean Studies Group was first organized at Hitotsubashi University in 
1974, in order to carry out interdisciplinary research on the Mediterranean world. At that 
time, few studies on the Mediterranean area were undertaken in Japan, in comparison 
with studies on other areas of the world. Since it was founded, the Mediterranean 
Studies Group has held monthly seminars, offered special lectures by both Japanese 
and non-Japanese scholars, and organized field surveys in the Mediterranean countries 
concerned. We are greatly indebted to the Japanese Ministry of Education, Science and 
Culture for a number of grants-in-aid which have enabled us to conduct these research 
activities and publish the series.

  This volume, with the paper for his last presentation in Venice on 11 September, 
2004 and the bibliography of his achievements, is dedicated to the great colleague of our 
study group, the late Prof. Keiichi Takeuchi. He passed away on 25th June 2005. It goes 
without saying that this is a great loss to us.

  Prof. Takeuchi was among the founding fathers of our study group in 1973 and since 
then had been the active member of the group, as mentioned in the memorial writing 
below by Prof. Yoshikazu Nakamura. It is well known that he was an eminent scholar and 
had played a leading role in the Japanese and international academic circles of geography.  
It is a great pleasure and honor for us to compile this volume as an expression of our 
gratitude for his long years of contribution to our study activities.

  Four foreign colleagues have contributed papers to this volume; they are 
collaborators with our group, and three of them participated in our international workshop, 
“Diversity and Connectivity in the Mediterranean World”, held in 10-12 September, 2004 
in Venice, Italy. This workshop could not have been realized without the generous help of 
Dr. Michela Dal Borgo, National Archives of Venice, Prof. Maria Pia Pedani, University 
of Venice and their husbands to make a comfortable atmosphere of friendship. To them we 
express our heartfelt thanks.



In the memory of Prof. Keiichi Takeuchi

by Yoshikazu Nakamura

The Mediterranean Studies Research Group at Hitotsubashi University was founded 
in 1973. The initiative was taken by two scholars, – one was Prof. Kin-ichi Watanabe, 
a Byzantinist who occupied the chair of History, and another Prof. Keiichi Takeuchi, 
a geographer who had studied at the University of Tokyo and Milano University. I 
taught Russian language in Hitotsubashi University and joined the Group, as it were, 
by accident. However, I must admit that the Group exerted very deep influence upon 
the orientation of my academic work.  The Group consisted of diverse specialists from 
different universities and institutes. In brief, so as to contribute to the interests of the 
members, I was obliged to look at the course of Russian history and culture in their 
relationship with the Mediterranean world. Thus, I began to have serious interest in 
the destiny of Russian Old Believers who emigrated from Russia to the Balkans and 
Anatolia. I also became interested in the records of Russian pilgrims to the sacred places 
in the East. The Group held monthly meetings and the transactions of the Group were 
often published – in fact, 17 volumes in 30 years.     When our Group organized the first 
field work in several regions of the Mediterranean Sea, I chose to go to Greece together 
with Prof. Watanabe and Prof. Eizo Matsuki, a historian of the medieval Russian 
town of Novgorod. We stayed about three months on Naxos, the biggest island of the 
Cyclades in the Aegean Sea between Greece and Turkey.  The village Filoti, our research 
field, was situated in the middle of the island on the slope of the mountain Zas.  Prof. 
Takeuchi, being in charge of the project, came to see us on his way around the research 
spots. He spent about a week with us, first in Athens, then on Naxos. One day he took 
a rental car and drove around the island.  Thanks to Prof. Takeuchi’s service (only he 
was able to drive a car), we were able to tour all the villages of Naxos. We even drove 
through Apollonos, the northernmost small f ishing harbor.  Prof. Takeuchi had long 
lived in Europe before assuming his professorship. He was completely familiar with the 
European way of life.  Consequently, he behaved himself as confidently in Greece as in 



Japan.  It had been well-known that Prof. Takeuchi was a marvelous polyglot (he read 
also Russian) and a great lover of books.  In Greece we renewed our appreciation of his 
enormous talent of generating ideas and his skill in their accomplishment.  His talents 
of “sniffing out” good restaurants at every mealtime astonished us all. His Gargantual 
appetite matched his vital force to continue discussions, academic or secular, even after 
several cups of rather strong Greek wine.   So it is difficult to believe that he is no longer 
among us in this world.  According to a plan drawn up before his passing, a party of our 
Research Group, including Prof. Matsuki and me, had a chance to visit the Greek village 
Filoti again and have a reunion with old friends at the very end of the summer of 2005.  
The trip brought back strong memories of Prof. Takeuchi. It was just nine weeks since he 
passed away.
Tokyo, May 2006

The Mediterranean Studies Group
Hitotsubashi University
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