Middle East within Asia

Need-Based Program for Area Studies

The Middle East within Asia:

Law and Economics
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Basic Concept

Research Goal

(1 Dissolve the discrepancies in perception between Japan and the
Middle East

(2) Open up new interdisciplinary and trans-regional research fields

to overcome the discrepancies

Social Needs (1)
Foster efficient management of business and daily life in the
Middle East by understanding the Middle Eastern culture and

customs

Social Needs (2)
Avoid the risks at national level, by studying the legal and

economic systems in the Middle East

Expected research output

M To open a new horizon for new Middle Eastern area studies in
the age of globalization by integrating human and social
sciences

(@ To develop a thearetical framework of comparison between
Japan and the Middle East by viewing the Middle East in

relation to Asia

Social effects of the research

(1) Effective use of the networks of research institutions,
researchers, foreign students, companies between Japan and
the Middle East

@ To study mechanisms of coexistence in societies characterized
by high mobility of goods and people, such as which have been
seen historically in the Middle East
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Expected research output

M To open a new horizon for new Middle Eastern area studies in
the age of globalization by integrating human and social
sciences

@ To develop a theoretical framework of comparison between
Japan and the Middle East by viewing the Middle East in

relation to Asia

Social effects of the research

(1) Effective use of the networks of research institutions,
researchers, foreign students, companies between Japan and
the Middle East

@ To study mechanisms of coexistence in societies characterized
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BResearch Framework

To compare the Middle East with other Asian countries, and

relativize the Middle East, not in relation to the West, but within
the Asian context.

To collect quantitative data and qualitative information for the
purpose of comparative studies, mainly through field surveys by
questionnaire and interview.

(DPerception Survey

(2Social Survey (Political and Economic Situation)

(3Social Survey (Islamic Finance)

@Social Survey (Law and Regulations)

BCountries and regions to be
surveyed

(1) Gulf countries. (2) Egypt. (3) Yemen, (4) Iran, (5) Turkey.

(6) Mashriq (Eastern Arab) countries, (7) Maghrib (Western Arab)

countries, and (8) Other Asian countries (Southeast Asia, South

Asia, China, etc)
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BOrganization

The organization of the project consists of an administration office,
a consultative board and research groups.

The administration office 1s responsible for overseeing
communication between the consultative board and research
groups. It is also in charge of organizing research projects and
establishing a network between research institutions in Japan and
in the Middle East to conduct field surveys in the Middle East.

The research groups are composed of members who specialize

mostly in area studies on the Middle East, and will conduct
research on the two topics outlined below (Research Themes) in
collaboration with the consultative board.

The consultative board is composed of researchers from
institutions in Japan and overseas, with theoretical backgrounds.
They will advise the research groups on topics and methods from

disciplinary points of view.
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Project Leader Prof. Hiroshi Kato

Professor of Graduate School of Economics,
Hitotsubashi University
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